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Purpose of the Annual Report

Government Code Section 65400 mandates that certain cities and all 58 counties submit an
Annual Progress Report (APR) on the status of the General Plan and progress in its
implementation to their legislative bodies to the Governors’ Office of Planning and Research
(OPR), and the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), by April 1
of each year. The APR provides local legislative bodies with information regarding the
implementation of the General Plan for their city or county. APRs must be presented to the local
legislative body for its review and acceptance, usually as a consent or discussion item on a
regular meeting agenda. Therefore, the APR should provide enough information for decision
makers to assess how the General Plan was implemented during the 12-month reporting period —
either calendar year or fiscal year.

More Specifically, APRs explain how land use decisions relate to adopted goals, policies, and
implementation measures of the General Plan. The APR should provide enough information to
identify necessary “course adjustments” or modifications to the General Plan, and means to
improve local implementation. The State uses the APR to identify statewide trends in land use
decision making and how local planning and development activities relate to statewide planning
goals and policies. APRs may identify needed modifications and improvements to OPR’s
General Plan Guidelines. In addition, OPR is able to track progress on a local jurisdiction’s
comprehensive General Plan update using information provided in the APR."

Background on the Existing City of San Jacinto General Plan

In 2006, the City Council adopted the current General Plan, which replaced the prior General
Plan that was adopted in 1985. The adoption of the General Plan in 2006 culminated a multi-
year effort that was initiated in 2000, when the Council identified the need to comprehensively
update the General Plan.

California State law requires each city and county to adopt a comprehensive General Pan to
guide the long term physical development of the community. A City’s General Plan serves as a
blueprint for future growth and development, and is a City’s foremost policy document for both
short and long term planning and development. Per State law, the General Plan must address and
include at least the following seven elements: land use, circulation, housing, noise, safety,
conservation, and open space. The law allows a city to include other elements that are deemed
locally important, such as community services and facilities. The San Jacinto General Plan
addresses these required and optional issues in the following elements:

Land Use

Community Services and Facilities
Circulation

Resource Management

! Governor’s Office of Planning and Research. State of California: 2007 General Plan Annual Progress Report
Guidance. Office of Planning and Research: Sacramento, 2007.



e Public Safety
e Noise
e Housing

Since the adoption of the San Jacinto General Plan in 2006, there were no amendments to the
issues, goals, and policies until 2012. Amendments to the General Plan during the period 2006-
2011 were limited to Land Use Map amendments associated with the approval of development
project proposals and zone changes. Calendar year 2012 saw the adoption of a new housing
clement for the 4™ planning cycle covering the 2008-2014 planning period, and extensive
updates to the land use element and land use policy map in conjunction with the adoption of a
new Development Code and zoning map.

The San Jacinto General Plan is the result of an extensive planning process involving the City,
residents, community groups and surrounding communities. This process has provided a forum
for resolving local conflicts among competing interests for the development of this area. The
process culminated in the identification of issues, goals, and policies that are contained in the
2006 General Plan with 2012 updates, following extensive review and refinement of alternatives,
which best met the goals of the City.

The City culminated a multi-year process in 2012 of working with consultants to write a new
Development Code to replace the antiquated Zoning Ordinance and make the zoning system
consistent with the General Plan adopted in 2006. Also, a new housing element of the General
Plan drafted by staff and a consultant continued through the certification process with State HCD
in 2012. On April 4, 2012, the City received a letter from State HCD accepting the City’s
revised draft housing element subject to rezoning of certain lands as detailed in the draft housing
element. Both the housing element and the new draft Development Code were presented to City
Council and Planning Commission at study sessions in March and April, 2012. Final revisions
and environmental review were then prepared along with extensive revisions/updates to the land
use element in order to bring these documents to public hearings commencing in August, 2012.
The new housing element and updated land use element were adopted by City Council on
October 19, 2012. State HCD certified the adopted housing element for the 4™ planning cycle
covering the 2008-2014 planning period by letter dated November 13, 2012.

Date of Presentation/Acceptance by the Local Legislative Body

The 2012 General Plan Annual Report was presented to the City Council at a regularly scheduled
City Council meeting on March 19, 2013. The APR was reviewed and accepted by the City
Council at this meeting.

Date of Last Update to the General Plan

The San Jacinto General Plan underwent a comprehensive review and update beginning in 2000.
The updated General Plan for the City of San Jacinto was formally approved on May 4, 2006,
with the adoption of Resolution No. 2895. The recent 2012 adoption of the housing element and



updated land use element was formally approved/adopted on October 19, 2012, with City
Council adoption of Resolution No. 3444 for General Plan Amendment No. 1-12.

Measures Associated With Implementation of the General Plan

Planning / Construction Activities in 2012

Public Improvements

A few new projects were built in San Jacinto during 2012, with larger projects in the works
for the coming year.

On Ramona Expressway and San Jacinto Ave, and infill sidewalk project connected gaps in
the city's infrastructure between existing subdivisions. The new sidewalk makes area
neighborhoods more accessible for pedestrians to get to nearby schools, shopping, and parks.

A traffic signal was installed in the intersection of State Street and De Anza Drive, improving
safety in an intersection that could be precarious at times. The skewed angle of the
intersecting streets made turn movements a challenge, and also made it difficult for
pedestrians to cross State Street. These issues are resolved with the installation of the new
traffic signal.

Aging infrastructure was improved via the Bath Tank #1 Rehabilitation project, which
performed necessary maintenance and upgrades to one of the city's potable water storage
facilities. The City has an ongoing commitment to building key upgrades throughout our
sewer and water systems, to make sure that our infrastructure is reliable and up to date.

The biggest planning effort in 2012 was on the Ramona Expressway Widening and Line H
Storm Drain projects, two capital projects that were combined into a single public works
contract. The environmental review was completed for both projects in 2012 with the
adoption of a mitigated negative declaration for each project. The Ramona Expressway
Widening project mitigation included funding of $32,000 to the Riverside Conservation
Authority for loss of habitat on 2.2 acres and acquisition of replacement off-site habitat. Over
the last year the plans, specifications, and estimates were completed on these two projects,
and they went out to bid in December. Construction is scheduled to begin carly in 2013 and
last until early 2014. The Ramona Expressway Widening is a huge project, adding a total of
four new lanes for traffic on the Expressway between Sanderson Avenue and Eagle Road. It
1s one of the largest and most expensive capital projects in the city's history. The Line H
Storm Drain will collect drainage from the intersection of State Street and Ramona
Expressway and convey it northward into existing drainage infrastructure to the north, near
San Jacinto Community College. This project is a key piece of the city’s master drainage
plan, and will alleviate flooding in that intersection.



General Plan Amendments in 2012

General Plan Amendment No. 1-12 was adopted on October 19, 2012 as part of a multi-year
process to create a new Development Code to replace the antiquated Zoning Ordinance and make
the zoning system consistent with the General Plan adopted in 2006. The General Plan
Amendment consisted of a new housing element of the General Plan drafted by staff and a
consultant that continued through the certification process with State HCD in 2012. On April 4,
2012, the City received a letter from State HCD accepting the City’s revised draft housing
element subject to rezoning of certain lands as detailed in the draft housing element. Both the
housing element and the new draft Development Code were presented to City Council and
Planning Commission at study sessions in March and Aprl, 2012. Final revisions and
environmental review were then prepared along with extensive revisions/updates to the land use
element in order to bring these documents to public hearings commencing in August, 2012.
General Plan Amendment No. 1-12, consisting of the new housing element and updated land use
element, was adopted by City Council on October 19, 2012. State HCD subsequently certified
the adopted housing element for the 4™ planning cycle covering the 2008-2014 planning period
by letter dated November 13, 2012.

General Plan Amendment No. 1-11 was approved on December 18, 2012 for the “Ramona 49”
project. This project also included a Change of Zone (Case No. CZ 1-11), Tentative Commercial
Parcel Map 36206, Conditional Use Permit 6-11 (400-unit apartment complex), and Conditional
Use Permit 7-11 (Storage facility). These were concurrent applications to change San Jacinto
General Plan Land Use Designations, amend the San Jacinto Zoning Districts, Subdivide 49.98
acres into five parcels that include a 400-unit apartment complex on 25.14 acres, and a mini-
storage and RV parking lot on 5.10 acres, with remaining acreage designated for future retail
commercial uses and a public park uses for which no plans were submitted.
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